centre in Saurashtra-Gujrat (which had been deemed safe behind the desert and boasted "the greatest idol of alHind"),was destroyed in 1025-6. Mahmuds son and successor Masud(r.1030-41) did not abandon plunder raids and military campaigns deep into India, beyond the confines of the area which was now the formal Ghaznavid dominion under an investure patent sent from Baghdad in 1030-31. In 1030-31 a significant new initiative was the first invasion of Awadh under Sayyid Salar Masud Ghazi, a nephew of Mahmud, who had been born in 1015.From a military point of view, it was a complete failure, and hardly any of the invaders returned alive. An account of it is given in an historical romance written by a sufi,`Abd ar-Rehman Chishti" during the reign of the Mughal emperor Jahangir entitled `Mirat-i-Masudi".This work is said by its author to have been mainly based on a book called the `Tawarikh-i-Mahmudi" written by Mahmud Ghaznavi, a servant of Amir Sabuktigin and one of the followers of Sayyid Salar who related events of which he had personal knowledge. There are numerous tombs scattered all over the northern districts of Awadh,which are said to cover the remains of martyers of Sayyid Salars army. Bahraich was probably reached in 1033, and Sayyid Salar appears to have been able to repeatedly defeated the local rais on the bank of river Kosala(probably Kauriala), until reinforcements arrived in the Hindu camp and the `Prince of martyrs" fell with virtually all his followers. Bahraich is still celebrated for the shrine of Sayyid Salar. Another successful attempt to seize the wealth of Banaras undertaken by a rebellious governor of the Punjab,Ahmad Nayaltigin, a son of Mahmud,in 1033.Nayaltigin joined by the ghazis and the army of Lahore crossed the Ganges and going down the left bank arrived at Banaras,`where no army of Islam had ever reached",plundering the markets and returning with great spoil. By 1033,the year of famine, it was becoming clear that the great age of Ghaznavid conquests was drawing to a close.The Seljuqs were rapidly emerging as the dominant power in the eastern Islamic world.
The Ghaznavids retained their possessions in the northern and eastern Afghanistan, as well as their Indian conquests for a century more,until the rise of the Ghurids.In the year 1079-80 there are reports of new campaigns under Ibrahim but the dates are not sure. Between 1066-1070,one of the Ibrahims sons appears to have led an army of Ghazis and 40,000 cavalry into the doab.Inscriptions of the Gahadavalas from 1090 mentions a tax, called the `Turushkadanda",`Turkish Punishment",which was possibly a defence tax (Turkenhilfe) or an amount which was set apart to be paid as tribute to the Ghaznavids.After the death of Masud III in 1118,however, Seljuq suzerainty was established over Ghazna.The real menace to the Ghaznavids came not from the Seljuqs but from the Shansabanis of Ghur.
Muizz-ud-Dins family, the Shansabanids, as designated by Minhaj-i-Siraj originated among the petty princes (muluk-sing. malik) of Ghur, the mountainous region east of Herat. The dynasty was designated as Shansabani"s by Minha-i-Siraj as they descended from an ancestor named Shansab.In 12th century an event of supreme importance for the history of central Asia happened and it was the rise of Khwarizm and Ghor and their eventual struggle for the mastery of Khurasan. Atsiz, the founder of khwarizms greatness, was originally a loyal vassal of Sanjar until jealously the latter"s courtiers drove him to open revolt in 533/1138. Sanjar defeated him and appointed his nephew Sulaiman to his office. As soon as Sanjar"s back was turned Atsiz advanced and drove Sulaiman out of Khwarizm. Sanjar defeated him two more times in 538-1143 and 542/1147 respectively. Before Atsiz"s death in 551/1156 he had annexed Jand and Mankishlagh and had imposed something like suzerainty over the Khan of Samarqand. Arsalan-II, the successor of Atsiz, followed his father"s imperialist policy with steadfast resolution. He provoked the Qarakhitai"s to invade his territories in 567/1172, first by siding with Khan of Samarqand in a conflict with Qarlughs and then by refusing to continue the annual tribute, Khwarizmi army was decisively defeated. In Khurasan the Khwarizm Shah failed to make much headway; the Ghuzz and lately, the Qarakhitai, arrested his efforts. His preoccupations, however provided opportunity to the rulers of the petty principality of Ghor, to extend their power quietly at the cost of the war leaders holding the province. From their insignificant position as the chiefs of the mountain fortress of Ghor, they came into prominence during the reign of Ghaznavid Bahram, who perfidiously murdered Malik Qutubuddin Hasan, a Ghorid prince who had taken refuge at his court and been married to one of Bahram"s daughters. This roused the wrath of Saifuddin Suri, brother of the murdered prince, who thereupon invaded Ghazni and drove Bahram from the city. He soon returned in 543-1148 and taking advantage of the absence of the Ghoride troops, then wintering at home, seized Saifuddin and sent his head to Sanjar. Alauddin Hussain, Saifuddin"s younger brother, then advanced on Ghazni and wreaked a terrible vengeance. After plundering the city he set fire to the buildings, which were left burning for seven days, and massacred the whole population. This action, which earned him the unenviable nickname of "Jahan Soz" (The world Burner), and he took for himself the title of Sultan. It was Husayn"s nephew Ghiyath-ud-Din Muhammad b. Sam (558-599/1163-1203), who expelled the Ghuzz from Ghazna in 569/1173 and installed there his younger brother Muizz-ud-Din (formerly Shihab-ud-Din) Muhammad. Under Ghiyath-ud-Din and Muizz-ud-Din, who throughout cooperated more or less harmoniously, the Shansabanids or Ghurids, since they had reduced to Subordinate Status the other maliks of the region emerged as one of the great powers of the Islamic world. Their political seat was the fortress of Firuzkuh, identified by Andre Maricq in 1957 with ruins at Jam on the middle Hari Rud, some 200 Km. east of Herat. Encouraged by the Caliph, from whom he obtained the title Qasim Amir Al-Muminin (Partner of the Commander of Faithful), Giyath-ud-Din engaged in a duel for Khurasan with the Khwarizmshahs, in which, prior to his death in 599/1203 the Ghurids definitely had the better of it. Muizz-ud-Din, who like Giyath-ud-Din bore the title of Sultan, ably seconded his bother"s efforts; but he also looked eastwards.
The Ghurid conquest of Hind was initiated from Ghazna. Having defeated the Ghuzz at Ghazna in 1173, Giyath-ud-Din had placed the city in the charge of his younger brother Muizz-ud-Din, the future "Conqueror of Hind" (Khursau-i-hindgir); who "ascended the throne of Ghazna like Mahmud". One difference was that Muizz-ud-Din received Ghazana as a family appanage. Once installed at Ghazna, Muizz-ud-Din was not slow to appropriate the Ghaznawids role as the standard bearer of orthodox Islam in the subcontinent. He made war on the Ismāilis in Multan and captured the city in (571/1175-6) and then captured Daybul in Indus Delta in 578/1182-3. Certainly he is praised for his warfare against the Shiis. The annexation of the remaining Ghaznawid territories was undoubtedly his principal goal. A series of campaigns from 577/1181-2 onwards secured first tribute from Khusraw Malik and then,in 582/1186, the capitulation of Lahore. Khusraw Malik was sent to Giyath-ud-Din and later put to death in captivity.The beginning of Turkish ascendency over the Islamic world was contemporaneous with the emergence of a new fighting order is Indian society. The Arab had to face Brahmin dynasty in Sindh, the Turks faced the Rajput. After the end of Harsha"s empire in 7th Century saw a new aristocracy taking gradual shape. This was the "Rajput" (not encountered in the Muslim sources before the sixteenth century) who for the next few centuries championed a resuscitated Brahmanism and controlled the destiny of North India. He had points of resemblance with the Turk. To both, the sword was the means of achieving glory; philosophical speculation held no attraction for either of them; clannishness and a blind loyalty characterized the two peoples; a kind of feudalism featured both the political systems. But the Rajput excelled the Turks in reckless bravery and a chivalrous sense of honor that led him to commit self-destruction rather than suffer defeat or go down in his own estimation.
The Arabs had faced an effete people in Sind, to the Turks was opposed this virile warrior race who ruled the country from the Siwalikh to the Vindhyas. But the Rajput thirst for military glory proved his nemesis, for it led to constant wars and to political disintegration. The Gurjara-Pratihara Empire had given a way to a multi-state system in which a ceaseless struggle for lord -paramountcy was the order of the day. Twelfth century India was indeed, a tempting prize for the land hungry Turks.
The nature had provided a narrow entrance to the Ganges valley (a belt of land not exceeding three hundred miles in breadth and skirted by the forbidding Himalayas and central India wilderness on either side) which is not difficult to guard. The Aravalli hills from the southwest and the Siwalikh (Sapadalaksha) from the north-east approach each other across the plain separating the Punjab from the Ganges valley, leaving a conveniently narrow gap not more than a hundred miles in width. Through this gap, or to use a commoner term bottleneck, alone, the Ganges valley or to use the name given by the Muslims, Hindustan could be approached militarily from the west. The ordinary route from beyond the Sulaiman mountains in those days was not the well-known Khaiber pass, nor the Bolan in the south, but through the Gomal, which led to Dera Ismail Khan and thence to upper Sind Sagar Doab. The Khaiber, Bolan and the less accessible Kurram and Tochi passes were not used by trading caravans to the same extent as the Gomal passage which was the normal military route.
Throughout the 13th Century the first point of attack for an invading army from beyond the Sulaiman range was Multan or Uch and not Lahore or Peshawar. From Ghazni the shortest route to Punjab was through the Kurram, Tochi and Gomal Passes and Khaiber involved a long detour through the north. Politically the Khaiber area was not safe.The tribes inhabiting the northern Sind Sagar Doab were perpetually hostile. His (Muizz-ud-din) earliest incursion into the Dār al-Harb had ended in disaster. Passing through Multan and Uchh in 1178/574, he struck across the Rajputana desert and arrived with an exhausted army at the foot of Mt. Abu where he found the fresh troops of Mularaja II waiting to oppose his progress. In the engagement, fought near hill of Kayadra. In an opposition which was not of Muizz-ud-din"s choosing he suffered a signal defeat. It was the defeat not only of his forces but also of his plans. For him Hindustan now appeared to have only one practicable approach and the annexation of the Ghaznawid Punjab became more a strategic than a political necessity. The next few years accordingly found him making a determined and gradual advance through Khusrau Malik"s dominion. Peshawar was taken in 1179; Sialkot fell in 1185, and Lahore, after three expeditions was finally occupied in 1186, and with his own governor installed at Lahore, he now found himself in possession of the Indus basin and in a strategic position to advance further into the fertile plains of India. His was only the most successful of the many attempts made by the Turks from the northwest to obtain a foothold in Hindustan all of which may therefore be regarded as preliminaries to Tarian. Muizz-ud-din brought to successful end a century of reconnoitering activity, a programme of military action of which he was not the conqueror. On these occassions the Muslim invaders were repeatedly repulsed.
The Chauhanas who ruled the territory extending from Ajmer to Delhi and thus guarded the entrance into Hindustan felt pressure of Muslim invasions. Durlava II of Sambher is said to have lost his life in fighting the Turks, Ajayadeva is credited with having repeatedly defeated the Muslim intruders. In the reign of Vigraharaja IV they advanced on Balbera (modern Rupnagar in Kishangarh). The Delhi pillar inscription of this kind dated V.S. 1220/1163A.D record his extermination of the malecchas and restoration of the country to the Aryas.A more definite evidence of the threatening advance of the Turks is furnished by an inscription of Prithviraja I recording the fortification of the frontier town of Hansi to check the progress of "the Hammira who has become the cause of anxiety to the world. The mention of Hansi along the Pakpattan indicates the tract through which the Turkish attacks were being delivered. Subsequently, at a date which is variously given as 583/1187-8 or 587-1191 Muizz-ud-Din invaded eastern Punjab and established a garrison at Tabarhindh (Bhatinda), situated about a hundred miles north of Hansi. He left Ziauddin of Tulak with 12,000 troops to hold it till his return. But Prithviraja in person and his subordinate Govindraja of Delhi recovered the fortress. In the battle fought near the village of Tarain, not far from the fort. In this battle Muizz-ud-din was decisively beaten. Prithviraj immediately invested the fortress but it took him thirteen months to force Ziauddin to surrender. Muizz-ud-din returned in 588/1192 and once more met his chauhana adversary on the field of Tarain. He divided his forces into five divisions, four of which engaged the enemy on all sides. At the end of the day the fifth division, kept in reserve, attacked the exhausted enemy and thus decided the issue, Khandi Rai (Govinda Rai) was killed and Prithviraja trying to escape, was captured near Sarsuti. and at Ajmer he was put to death. This victory laid the whole Chauhana kingdom at Muiz-ud-din's feet Hansi, Kuhram and Sarsuti, all places of military importance, were immediately occupied and garrisoned. This victory at Tarain also seems to have constituted a turning point in two respects. Firstly, the Hindu chiefs of the eastern Punjab undertook to pay tribute to Muizz-ud-din. And in the second place, it is from this moment that we can date the establishment of a permanent Muslim force in the region, at Indraprashta (Indrapat), near Delhi. But not on uniform basis. At Inderpat near Delhi an occupation army was stationed under the command of Qutubuddin Aibak who was to act as Muizz-ud-din's representative in India. The conqueror then returned to his central Asian projects (leaving Aibak with wide powers to consolidate and extend the conquests) where from he returned to India for each cold season to take charge of the war against the infidel.
In Ramzan 588/1192 Aibak defeated and slain a Hindu chief whom Hasan Nizami calls Jatwan in Bagar. He then crossed the Jumna to establish a military base in upper Doab. The greater part of the region was held, under the Gahadavalas, by Dor Rajputs with their strong hold at Baran. By treachery the Baran was captured. Meerut was also occupied and both the places were garrisoned and fortified and they became the spearheads of attack from the north on the Gahadvala dominions. The camp at Inderpat was clearly a temporary residence and could hardly satisfy the growing needs of a political capital. Ajmer situated well inside Rajputana, appeared unsuitable. Delhi was a better alternative, its situation and historical traditions provided the necessary features. In 589/1193 Aibak moved his forces against the Tomara ruler of city and occupied it with comparative ease. Delhi thus became the capital of Muizz-ud-din's Indian dominion. Aibak was busy in suppressing the Harriraja, the brother of late Chauhana king who besieged Ranthambhor and with dispossessed ruler of Delhi when according to Hasan Nizami, Aibak was sent to Ghazni by his master where he stayed for six months and on his return in 590/1194, Aibak crossed the Jumna a second time and captured Kol (Koil, Aligarh). Muizz-uddin assisted by the Aibak invaded Banaras, Whose ruler Jayachandra met them in the vicinity of Chandwar on the Jumna, between Kanouj and Etah. Jayachandra was defeated and killed in this battle. This victory added another great Kindgdom as far as Monghyr to the Shansabani empire. Malik Husamuddin Ughulbak became its first commandant (Muqti). Next year in 592/1195-6. Muizz-ud-din again came to India and moved against Bayana, the capital of the Jadon Bhatti Rajputs. Without any difficulty the city was conquered as the ruler do not give resistance. Then Thangir (Tahangarh) and fortified Vijayaymandirgarh were occupied and garrisoned under Bahauddin tughril. After that Muizz-ud-din captured the strong fort of Gwalior, held by the Parihara prince named Sallakshanapala, by Hasan Nizami.
In 592/1196 Aibak re-occupied Ajmer, thwarting an attempt by the tribal Mhers, in alliance with the dispossessed chauhans and Chalukyas, to retake it. In 1197, Aibak plundered Nahrwala (Anhilwara) in Gujarat, although the province was not subdued. In 594/1197-8, Badaun was captured followed by the second occupation of Banaras. Next year in 595/1198-9, "Chantarwal (Chandwar) and Kanauj were captured. The opening of the Thirteenth century saw the Turkish forces engaged against the last surviving imperial Rajputs of Bundelkhand (Jejakabhukti) and in 599/1202 Turks attacked Kalinjar the military capital of Paramardideva and conquered it and also its principal forts Mahoba and Khajuraho were then occupied and grouped into a military division under the command of Hasan Arnal. Badaun appears to have been the starting point for further conquests, first in Awadh, and then in Bihar and Bengal, undertaken by Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar (Ikhtiyaruddin) Muhammad Bakhtiyar. A Khaliji troop under the Malik Husammuddin Ughulbak, the commander of Banaras and Awadh division. Proceeding into Magadha, region east of the Karamanasa river he initiated raids into Maner and Bihar and obtained ample resources. Bakhtiyar obtained Aibak"s commendation for a final attack on the monastery town which must have been Uddandapura Juzjani describes the whole of this fortress and city as a vihara, which he explains, is a madrasa" or "place of learning in the Hindwi Language" inhabited largely by Shaven-headed brahmans", that is by Buddhist monks, which were all slain. Tibetan author of the early seventeenth century, Tarantha, in his "History of Buddhism in India", writes that the Stag-gzigs", "Turks" "overran the whole of Magadha and massacred many ordained monks in Uddandapura. In the account of the Tibetan pilgrim Dharmasvamin, who visited eastern India in the years 1234-36, the vihara of Uddandapura is mentioned twice as the residence of a Turushka military commander.hammad bin Bakhtiyar, having received a robe of honour for his earlier victory from Aibak, again set out for Bihar and then to Nadiya or as Minjah calls it "Nodia", a Sena capital, which he took possession of in May 1204, finally driving Lakhsmana Sena to Sankanat (what Juzjani refers to as Sankakot not far from Vikramapura, where Lakshmana Sena"s descendants are archeologically recorded to have ruled for the next three generations) and Bang, where the latters reign soon came to an end.Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar left Nadiya in desolution, despatching a large part of its accumulated treasure to Aibak, and transferring the seat of Muslim government to Lakhnauti, a northern Sena capital on the Ganges near Gaur in Maldah district. Within two years from the raid on Nadia he began making preparations for a third adventure, an expedition to the northeast, to conquer "Tibet and China."Minhaj possibly hints at the real purpose of the expedition when he speaks of the trading routes, numbering about 35, that carried a brisk trade in Tangan horses from "Karambattan" (possibly Kumrikotah in Bhutan) and "Tibet" to Kamrup and thence to the districts of North Bengal. Bakhtiyar wanted to have monopoly of this important breed. From Lakhnauti he arrived, according to Minhaj, at "Bardhankuti" whence for ten days he marched northwards along the river named Bangmati, "Three times as broad as the Ganges." He was badly crushed their and on the retreat at Devkot he was assassinated by one of his own lieutenants, named Ali Mardan.
At the same time the Muizz-ud-din was defeated at Andkhud in 601/1204 which provoked rebellions in various parts of the empire, and his last years were taken up with their suppression. On settling the affairs at Lahore, Muizz-ud-din left for Ghazni and on the way at Damyak while engaged in evening prayers, he met his death at the hands of an assassin, on 3rd Shaban, 602/march 15th, 1206. The murder was ascribed to Mulahida, a term applied for, Qaramitah and Ismaili Shaias and also to non-Muslims. The Turks had overrun the whole of north India, but on Muizz-ud-din"s death After Aibak, his adopted son, Arām Shāh ruled for less than a year in 1210-11. He also did not issue any coinage and is not mentioned by Ibn Batuta in his list of Delhi Sultans. He was defeated by Iltutmish Governor of Badaun (Slave of Aibak, and hence the slave of a slave) who was invited by the citizens of Delhi on the death of Aibak. At this time as Juzjani writes, the dominions of Hindustan (mamālik-i-hindustān) became divided in four parts: the "mamlakat-i-dihli" which went to Iltutmish, the "mamlakat-i-lakhnauti" which was brought under subjection by the Khalaj Chiefs, the mamlakat-i-sind which was taken by Qabacha, and the "mamlakat-i-lohor" which was seized "sometimes by Qabacha and sometimes by Iltutmish". All the three sovereigns were engaged in a contest for primacy which was ultimately won by the Delhi ruler-Iltutmish.
In the words of Ibn Batutah, Sultan Shamsad-Din Iltutmish who became "the first who ruled in the city of Delhi with independent power. Iltutmish conquered many territories and expanded the Delhi Sultanate. Iltutmish, like the later Delhi monarchs in his inscriptions uses the title "maula muluk al-arab wa-lajam" ("King of the kings of the Arabs and the Persians"), which had been used already by Masud, as well as by earlier Muslim kings in view of their conquest of the non-Arab nations which they styled "ajami". He also uses the title "maula muluk al-turk wa-l-ajam" as well as "Saiyid as-salatin at-turk wa-l-ajam" (Master of the kings of the Turks and the Persian) or "riqab al-imam maula muluk at-turk wa-l-ajam" and also "Hindgir", "(Conqueror of Hind"), "Shah-i-Sharq", ("King of the East") (at his death in 1236) and "Saltan Saltatin ash-sharq", ("The Sultan of the Sultans of the East"). The latter title occurs with Iltutmish for the first time, as does the title "Shahanshah",("King of Kings"), which had been associated with the emperors of Persia. Iltutmish was the first ruler is India to receive sanction for his rule from the Abbaside Caliph in Baghgad whose emissaries he received on 22nd Rabi, I, 626/19th February 1229. He introduced a new coinage system which remained essentially the same up to 1387; the silver tanka of one tola weight (172 gm) and the copper jital, distinct from Delhiwalas as well as the fractional coins of copper. Shamsuddin Iltutmish died on 20 Shaban 633/29 April 1236 of an illness contracted during his expedition to the northwest. He took up Aibaks unfinished work and against heavy odds and on imperfect foundation, built up a state whose sovereignty required great diplomatic skill to presence. A calculating and skill full organizer, to him the sultanate owed the first outline of its administrative system. Aibak outlined the Delhi Sultanate and its sovereign status; Iltutmish was unquestionably its first king who made the kingship hereditary for his children.
The Ghurid annexation of Indian territories was not merely for loot and plunder as their predecessors had done before, but the Ghurid conquest of India was done with proper planning, as it increased their wealth and also they do not let the conquered territories to slip out of there hands. They do not conquered the rural areas as they were less important and having less wealth within them. The Ghurid conquered the much important towns, cities and the places having some strategic position whether laying on a trade route, nearness to some important town or city,places of military importance like Hansi,Kuhram,Sarsuti or a place from where the Ghurids found it easy to conquer the other areas like Baran,Meerut became the spearheads of attack from the north on the Gahadvala dominions.
By following this strategy they annexed the most important areas of Dar-ul-Harab or Hindustan as muslims called it and they developed them more and more,the towns got developed into cities,cities into metropolitans,headquarters got developed into provincial headquarters etc. and thus the urbanism developed in India with the muslim conquest. (Cambridge,1990) . On the other hand, there is the concept of Inner Asia, which is equated with the Central Eurasia, and both of these are defined as cultural rather than geographical concepts; thus, the boundaries of this area fluctuated because the essential historical feature of Central Eurasia/Inner Asia, as Sinor sees it, is that its socities were usually characterized predominantly by pastoral nomadism rather than sedentary agriculture. In this conception, Seljuq -Turkish Anatolia in the eleventh century,for example, becomes part of Inner Asia in so far as nomads displace a Byzantine agricultural peasantry. Muta is mutandis, this should apply to Iran in the thirteenth century as well.
I. Endnotes

69). In Sinor (ed)., The Cambridge History of Early Inner Asia
L. Kwanten (Wiesbaden,1992) ,p.1-2.Such community does not need to be able to refer to a common biological descent; in fact,they are always "polyethnic" and political in character, with members who were born into it as well as others who joined it, a community of "descent through tradition" and through recognition of the political leadership of a charismatic clan. Stein For an account of the dynasty achievements see Majumdar; The Gurjara -Pratihara Empire.
On one or two occasions when Muizzuddin came to Peshawar he might have used the Khaiber, but the southern routes were more convenient. The troops of the Khwarizan Shah, with a view to capture Yalduz, the rulers of Ghazni, in 1215, are stated to have seized the frontier routes into Hindusthan, "Leading towards Gardiz and Karaha pass", that is the Kurram valley; Yalduz had to take a more southeasterly route, through the "Sang-iSurkh" mountains, which according to the Reverty, op. cit. p. 505, is the name given to three or four passes; Minhaj p. 135. Through the province of "Karman and Sankuran," the old name of the tract between the Salt Range and Gardiz south of the "Safed Koh", passed the lower route into Hindustan usually used by Muizz-uddin; Minhaj 
